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Lo inconcebible

[...] estoy oyendo revelaciones 
de Custardoy, si son ciertas, 
deben serlo, pues nunca ha 
tenido capacidad inventiva, 
en sus historias se ha ceñido 
siempre a lo que había o le había 
ocurrido, quizá por eso tiene 
que vivir las cosas y experimen-
tar sus duplicidades, porque 
sólo así puede contarlas, sólo 
así concibe lo inconcebible, hay 
quien no conoce más fantasías 
que las cumplidas, quien no es 
capaz de imaginarse nada y es 
poco previsor por eso, imaginar 
evita muchas desgracias, quien 
anticipa su propia muerte rara 
vez se mata, quien anticipa la 
de los otros rara vez asesina, es 
preferible asesinar y matarse 
con el pensamiento, no deja 
secuelas ni tampoco huella,...

Javier Marías
Corazón tan blanco, novela.
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One of the great charms of mathe-
matics is uncovering unexpected 
connections. In Numbers and Figures, 
Giancarlo Travaglini provides six 
conversations that do exactly that by 
talking about several topics in ele-
mentary number theory and some 
of their connections to geometry, cal-
culus, and real-life problems such as 
COVID-19 vaccines or fiscal frauds. 
Each conversation is in two parts -an 
introductory essay which provides a 
gentle introduction to the topic and 
a second section that delves deeper 
and requires study by the reader. 
The topics themselves are extremely 
appealing and include, for example, 
Pick’s theorem, Simpson’s paradox, 
Farey sequences, the Frobenius pro-
blem, and Benford’s Law.
Numbers and Figures will be a useful 
resource for college faculty teaching 
Elementary Number Theory or Cal-
culus. The chapters are largely in-
dependent and could make for nice 
course-ending projects or even lead-
ins to high school or undergraduate 
research projects. 
The whole book would make for an 
enjoyable semester-long indepen-
dent reading course. Faculty will 
find it entertaining bedtime rea-

ding and, last but not least, readers 
more generally will be interested in 
this book if they miss the accuracy 
and imagination found in their high 
school and college math courses.

Chapters
Integer points, polygons, 
and polyhedra.
Simpson’s paradox, Farey 
sequences, and Diophantine 
approximation.
A coin problem and generating 
functions.
Pythagorean triples and sums 
of squares.
Benford’s law, uniform distribution 
and normal numbers. 
Sums and integrals.

Readership: Undergraduate 
students interested in number 
theory and discrete mathematics.

Más información en la página:
https://bookstore.ams.org/view?ProductCode=STML/102


