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It takes a long time to learn to
live -by the time you learn your
time is gone. I spent most of a li-
fetime trying to be a mathemati-
cian- and what did I learn? What
does it take to be one? I think I
know the answer: you have to be
born right, you must continua-
lly strive to become perfect, you
must love mathematics more
than anything else.

Born right? Yes. To be a scho-
lar of mathematics you must be
born with talent, insight, con-
centration, taste, luck, drive,
and the ability to visualize and
guess. For teaching you must in
addition understand what kinds
of obstacles learners are likely
to place before themselves, and
you must have sympathy for
your audience, dedicated sel-
flessness, verbal ability, clear
style, and expository skill. To be
able, finally, to pull your weight
in the profession with the essen-
tial clerical and administrative
jobs, you must be responsible,
conscientious, careful, and orga-
nized -it helps if you also have
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some qualities of leadership and
charisma.

You can’t be perfect, but if you
don’t try, you won't be good
enough.

To be a mathematician you must
love mathematics more than fa-
mily, religion, money, comfort,
pleasure, glory. I do not mean
that you must love it to the ex-
clusion of family, religion, and
the rest, and I do not mean that if
you do love it, you'll never have
any doubts, you'll never be dis-
couraged, you'll never be ready
to chuck it all and take up garde-
ning instead. Doubts and discou-
ragements are part of life. Great
mathematicians have doubts
and get discouraged, but usually
they can’t stop doing mathema-
tics anyway, and, when they do,
they miss it very deeply.

Cuando finalmente
llegué a Hollywood

Me dieron boletos gratis para ir
a un programa de television en
vivo. Para un estudiante alemdn,
en 1953, eso era una atraccion
sensacional.

Yo nunca habia visto a un
comediante en accion y supongo
que no entendi la mayor parte de
sus chistes. Pero lo que realmente
me llend de aprension fieron los
dos letreros que de cuando en
cuando hacian brillar su mensaje
al auditorio, pidiéndonos que nos
riéramos o que aplaudiéramos.
Estas dos instrucciones fueron
cumplidamente obedecidas.
Incluso hoy, ahora que esta
disposicion se ha vuelto algo
comiin en todo el mundo
civilizado, sigue siendo un acertijo
de obediencia que nunca

he logrado resolver.
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