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The Martian is a 2011 science fic-
tion debut novel written by Andy
Weir. The book was originally self-
published on Weir’s blog, in a seria-
lized format. In 2014, the book was
re-released after Crown Publishing
Group purchased the exclusive pu-
blishing rights.

The story follows an American as-
tronaut, Mark Watney, as he beco-
mes stranded alone on Mars in 2035
and must improvise in order to sur-
vive.

The crew of NASA’s Ares 3 mission
have arrived at Acidalia Planitia for
a planned month-long stay on Mars.
After only six sols, an intense dust
and wind storm threatens to topple
their Mars Ascent Vehicle (MAV),
which would trap them on the pla-
net. During the hurried evacuation,
an antenna tears loose and impales
astronaut Mark Watney, a botanist
and engineer, also disabling his spa-
cesuit radio. He is flung out of sight
by the wind and presumed dead.
As the MAV teeters dangerously,
mission commander Melissa Lewis
has no choice but to take off without
completing the search for Watney.
However, Watney is not dead. His
injury proves relatively minor, but
with no long-range radio, he cannot
communicate with anyone. He must
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rely on his own resourcefulness to
survive.

Andy Weir, the son of a particle
physicist and electrical engineer, has
a background in computer science.
He began writing the book in 2009,
researching related material so that
it would be as realistic as possible
and based on existing technology.
The Martian was published in print
by Crown in 2014. There are signifi-
cant textual changes between Weir’s
original self-published version and
the Crown edition: profanity was
reduced, spelling and grammatical
errors were fixed, there were many
minor stylistic changes, scientific
errors were corrected, and a 263-
word epilogue removed.

The Martian has been translated to
over 45 languages

At the 2016 Hugo Awards, Weir won
the John W. Campbell Award for
Best New Writer for The Martian.

La version completa de esta resefia se encuentra en:
https,//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Martian_(Weir_novel)

Libros
para nifos

Caminé toda la noche y, cuando
llegqué a mi pueblo, temprano

a la mariana siguiente, los vi
llegar ..., una procesion inter-
minable de vehiculos blindados,
artilleria, camiones y jeeps.

Los hombres parecian ser
visitantes del espacio exterior.
Estaban bien alimentados, sus
pantalones de color caqui esta-
ban muy limpios y su actitud
era sumamente despreocupada.
Inclinaron la cabeza con
naturalidad en direccion de los
boquiabiertos campesinos, baja-
ron de un salto de sus vehiculos
y procedieron a encender una
fogata en la plaza del pueblo.
Algunos de ellos eran gigantes
negros y mascaban una sustan-
cia que sabia a menta.

Tan pronto como se instalaron
alrededor del fuego, empeza-
ron, para mi total asombro, a
leer lo que parecian ser libros
para niiios. La curiosidad fue
mds fuerte que yo y empecé a
hablarles en mi rudimentario
inglés escolar. Ellos echaron a
reir y me dieron mi primer libro
de tiras comicas.

Hans Magnus
Enzensberger
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