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Sujeto y objeto

Heisenberg es consciente de que 
las tradicionales divisiones 
entre sujeto y objeto, mundo 
exterior y mundo interior, 
solo suscitan equívocos. 
De modo que, en la ciencia, 
“el objeto de investigación 
no es la naturaleza en sí misma, 
sino la naturaleza sometida 
a la interrogación del hombre”. 
En ese sentido, la querella 
entre las ciencias 
y las humanidades sería falaz. 
Todo conocimiento es, al fin 
y a la postre, humano. 
Eddington lo ratifica: 
“Cuando la ciencia ha llegado 
más lejos en sus avances, 
ha resultado que el espíritu no 
extraía de la naturaleza más que 
lo que el propio espíritu había 
depositado en ella. 
Hemos hallado unas huellas 
sorprendentes en los límites de 
lo desconocido. Hemos ensayado, 
una tras otra, profundas teorías 
para explicar el origen de aquellas 
huellas. Finalmente, hemos 
logrado reconstruir el ser al que 
pertenecen. Y resulta que esas 
huellas eran nuestras”.

Juan ArnauTomado de la página:
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Hannah Robbins

A good book is an entertaining 
read.  A great book holds up 
a mirror that allows us to more 
clearly see ourselves and the world 
we live in.  Francis Su’s Mathematics 
for Human Flourishing is both a good 
book and a great book.  
It provides an extended meditation 
and exploration of what it means 
to be a person, what it means to be 
a mathematician, and how wonder-
ful the overlap of those two circles 
can be.  (Venn diagram joke very 
much intended.)  While not inten-
ding to teach specific mathematical 
concepts, it does present interesting 
mathematical ideas, applications, 
and puzzles sprinkled throughout 
the text.  
 
This is the book I wish all my 
students could read before taking 
their first math class.  It is the book 
I wish I had read before I taught 
for the first time.  It is designed to 
remove the hardest barriers 
to getting people to enjoy math -the 
ones inside ourselves.  The langua-
ge is gentle and welcoming, and 
the ideas introduced provide a com-
pelling argument that math truly is 

for everyone who wants it and that 
we should all want it in some way.  
 
I think this would be a fabulous 
book for any introductory seminar 
where the motivation to do mathe-
matics is discussed.  It would also 
be a wonderful gift for anyone who 
has an interest in math.  Or a fear of 
math.  Or is worried about how 
to talk about math with their kids.  
Or is about to take or teach math.  
Or anyone else.

Mathematics for human flourishing 
de Francis Su.

Es un libro excepcional lleno 
de compasión y de matemáticas, 

está escrito con una bondad infinita 
y que pone ante nuestra mirada 

una forma de vivir las matemáticas 
muy inclusiva y pegada 

al desarrollo de todas las personas.

Eduardo Sáenz de Cabezón


